
HARRISON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELECTRONIC ACCESS/ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY 

Harrison County School District, referred to as the District, is providing employees 
and students with access to the District’s electronic communication system, referred to 
as the District system, which includes Internet access. The District system has a 
limited educational purpose.  The term “educational purpose” includes use of the 
system for classroom activities and professional development. The purpose of the District 
system is to assist in preparing students for responsible citizenship and success in 
life.  The District system provides electronic access to a wide range of information and 
the ability to communicate with people throughout the world. In addition, the 
District system will enhance District intercommunication, productivity, and assist in 
upgrading of skills through greater exchange of information with peers and the worldwide 
community.  

ACCEPTABLE USE GUIDELINES FOR TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 
HARRISON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
DEFINITION OF THE DISTRICT SYSTEM 

The District’s computer systems and Intranet are any configuration of hardware 
and software. The systems and networks include, but are not limited to, all of the 
computer hardware (i.e. servers, laptops, probe-ware, presentation stations, and digital 
cameras), operating system software, application software, stored text, and data files. 
This includes, but is not limited to, electronic mail, local databases, and externally 
accessed databases, such as the Internet, CD-ROM, optical media, clip art, 
digital images, digitized information, communications technologies, and new 
technologies as they become available. The District reserves the right to monitor all 
technology resource activity. All electronic transmissions will be archived
according to District policy.

PURPOSE 
Providing access to the District system promotes academic excellence in accordance with 
the District’s educational objectives. This computer technology provides resource sharing, 
innovation, and communication that will help launch today’s schools into the information age.

The District system has a limited educational purpose, which includes use of the system for 
classroom activities, professional or career development, and limited, high-quality, self-
discovery activities.  Providing students and employees with access to the District system 
also includes Internet access. Users are expected to use the Internet through the District 
system to further educational and personal goals consistent with the mission of Harrison 
County School District and its policies. 



GENERAL USER RESPONSIBILITIES 
Users are responsible for appropriate behavior on the District system just as they are in a 
classroom or on school grounds.  Communications on the system are often public in 
nature.  General school rules for behavior and communications apply.  It is expected that 
users will comply with District standards and the specific rules set forth below.  The use of 
the network is a privilege, not a right, and may be revoked if abused.  The user and/or his 
parent/guardian are personally responsible for his/her actions in accessing and utilizing 
the District system.  The user is advised never to create, access, keep, or send anything 
that they would not want open to the general public. 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
The District maintains and reserves the right to review any material on user accounts for 
the purpose of maintaining acceptable use of the system.  The District will maintain the 
system properly and efficiently to allow full access to the user.  The District will notify the 
parents about the District system and the policies governing its use.  In accordance with 
the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act and the Children’s Internet Privacy Act, the 
District will maintain Internet filtering software to limit access to certain sites and to 
monitor access to electronic resources.  The District will make training available to all 
users in the proper use of the system and will make copies of acceptable use guidelines 
available to all users. All training in the use of the District system will emphasize the 
ethical use of this resource.

EDUCATOR RESPONSIBILITIES 
Educators are responsible for disseminating and enforcing the District Acceptable 
Use Policy.  Teachers are responsible for teaching proper techniques, for guiding student 
access to educational use of the system, and for assuring that students understand 
that if they misuse the network they will lose their privilege to access the Internet.  

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Even though the District maintains a filtering system, it is not possible for the District 
to monitor and enforce a wide range of social values in student use of the Internet.  Further, 
the District recognizes that parents/guardians bear primary responsibility for transmitting 
their particular set of family values to their children.  This includes setting and conveying 
standards for appropriate and acceptable use when the student is using the District system, 
specifically the Internet.  Therefore, it is ultimately a parental/guardian responsibility for 
the student’s understanding of and compliance with the District Acceptable Use Policy 
including the consequences of non-compliance.  

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Students are responsible for appropriate behavior on the school’s computer network just 
as they are in a classroom or on school grounds. Communications on the network are 
often public in nature. General school rules for behavior and communications apply. It is 
expected that users will comply with district standards and the specific rules set forth in 
the Student Account Agreement. The use of the network is a privilege, not a right, and may 
be revoked if abused. The user and/or parent/guardian are personally responsible for his/
her actions in accessing and utilizing the school’s computer resources. The students are 
advised never to create, access, keep, or send anything that they would not want their 
parents/guardians or teachers to access. 

CONDUCT OF BEHAVIOR 
Proper behavior, as it relates to the use of District system, is no different than proper 
behavior in all other aspects of Harrison County School District activities. All users are 
expected to use the District system in a responsible, ethical, and polite manner.  Any use of 
the District system must be consistent with the education objectives and professional 
development of Harrison County School District. 



CONSEQUENCES OF VIOLATING THE ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY 
The District may suspend or revoke a system user’s access to the District system 
upon violation of the District Acceptable Use Policy and/or administrative regulations 
regarding acceptable use.  Improper or unethical use may result in disciplinary actions 
consistent with the existing Student Discipline Policy and/or Employee Policy Handbook 
as adopted by the Harrison County School Board and published in the Student 
Handbook, as well as the Mississippi Penal Code or other state and Federal Laws.  
This may also require restitution for costs associated with system restoration, hardware, 
or software. 

ACCEPTABLE USES 
The District system will be used only for learning, teaching, and administrative 
purposes consistent with the District’s mission and goals.  

UNACCEPTABLE USES 

1. Commercial use of the District’s system is strictly prohibited.
2. Software may not be placed on any computer, whether stand-alone or networked to

the District system, without permission from the school principal or District Technology
department.

3. All users are expected to follow existing copyright laws, copies of which may be found
in each campus library.

4. Attempting to log on or logging on to a computer or email system by using another’s
password is prohibited.  Assisting others in violating this rule by sharing information or
passwords is unacceptable and may result in the revocation of access.

5. Improper use of any computer or the network is prohibited. This includes but is not
limited to the following:

• Using racist, profane, or obscene language or materials

• Using the network for financial gain, political or commercial activity

• Attempting to or harming equipment, materials or data, etc. associated with the
system

• Attempting to or sending anonymous messages of any kind

• Using the network to access inappropriate material

• Knowingly placing or creating a computer virus on a computer or the network

• Using the network to provide addresses or other personal information

• Accessing of information resources, files and documents of another user without
their permission

RIGHTS OF ALL USERS 
The user has full rights within these guidelines and responsibilities to the instructional, 
networked system provided by the District. By authorizing use of the District system, the 
District does not relinquish control over materials on the system or contained in files on the 
system. Users should expect only limited privacy in the contents of personal files on the 
District system. Routine maintenance and monitoring of the District system may lead to a 
discovery that a user has violated this policy, another District policy, or the law. An individual 
investigation or search will be conducted if school authorities have a reasonable suspicion 
that the search will uncover a violation of law or school district policy.  

Parents/guardians may request the termination of their child’s individual student Internet 
access at any time. It is the student’s responsibility to comply with their parent’s/guardian’s 
request for no individual Internet access.  Parents/guardians should be aware that District 
teachers utilize Internet and electronic resources for classroom instructional purposes.  
District employees should be aware that data and other materials in files maintained on the 
District system might be subject to review, disclosure or discovery under Mississippi Statutes 
and Federal Laws.  
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The school district will cooperate fully with local, state and federal authorities in any 
investigation concerning or related to any illegal activities and activities not in compliance 
with Harrison County School District policies conducted through the District system.  

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
In compliance with the Harrison County School Board, The Children’s Internet Protection Act, 
and the Children’s Online Privacy Act of 1998, the District system is equipped with an Internet 
filtering software program that limits access to “visual depictions” and material that may be 
harmful to minors.  However, no filtering system is perfect, and the District does not 
guarantee that all objectionable content will be blocked. 

DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES 
The Harrison County School District assumes no liability, either expressed or implied, for 
network information services accessed on District system. The District shall not be 
responsible for any damages suffered while using the system. These damages include loss 
of data as a result of delays, non-deliveries, misdirected deliveries, or service interruptions 
caused by the system errors or errors committed by individual users. Use of any information 
obtained from the information system is at the user’s risk. The Harrison County School District 
specifically disclaims any responsibility for the accuracy of the information obtained through 
on-line information services.  In addition, each user, and his or her parent or guardian, if a 
minor, voluntarily releases, holds harmless and indemnifies the Harrison County School 
District, its officers, board members, employees and agents, for and against all claims, 
actions, charges, losses, or damages which arise out of user’s use of the District system, 
including, but not limited to, negligence, personal injury, wrongful death, and property loss or 
damage, and those set forth under Disclaimers of Damages. 
Harrison County School District Student Account Agreement 
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So as to ensure that both students and parents understand what constitutes acceptable use 
of technology in the Harrison County School District, the District asks all students and their 
parents to review the following agreement.    
 
1. Do not share your password with anyone and do not try to obtain another person’s 

password. 
2 Do not play games or participate in chat rooms, interactive bulletin boards, web-based 

email, or any other online real-time conversations unless given written permission by an 
adult in authority and supervised by a person in authority for each instance. 

3. Do not enter any information about yourself, anyone else or the school.  This includes 
name, address, telephone number, email address, or any other personal information.  
Also, do not impersonate or misrepresent yourself or others.  

4. Does not access, send, promote, or print hate mail threats, harassing information 
derogatory remarks, material of a sexual nature, information that could be harmful to 
you or others, and other anti-social communications.  Do not use impolite, abusive, or 
objectionable language.             

5. Does not access, alter, or otherwise tamper with computer system files, network files, 
or other students’ files.  Do not log onto, look at, or otherwise tamper with any directory 
or drive other than the one to which you are assigned. 

6. Do not damage the computer, any of its parts, the printer, the network, or any other 
technologies available for use.  This includes introducing any virus that may destroy 
files or disrupt service to other users.  

7. Do not interfere with the operation of the District system by installing illegal software, 
shareware, or freeware, including games, but not limited to MP3’s, other music, or video. 

8. Do not insert any external drive into any networked computer without specific 
permission from a person in authority.  

9. Do not waste limited resources such as disk space, paper, ink cartridges, or printing 
capacity by printing unnecessarily or excessively. 

10. Do not transmit any materials in violation of any U.S. or state regulation, including, but 
not limited to, copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, or material 
protected by trade secret.  

11. Do not use the District system for commercial activities, product advertisement, or 
political lobbying. 

12. Report any malfunction or repair needed on the District system or equipment to your 
teacher immediately.   

13. Report any observed intentional abuse of technology equipment to your teacher 
immediately. 

14. Be prepared to accept the consequences of your actions. 
15. Keep food, drink, candy, gum, etc. completely away from all computer equipment and 

related technologies. 
16. Because there can be no assurances that you will not encounter objectionable material 

while working on the Internet, you will immediately leave the Internet site if this occurs 
and report the incident to your teacher. 

17. Do not have an expectation of privacy or confidentiality in the contents of electronic 
communications network or of files stored in your directory.  Understand the District 
system is the property of the District and, at any time, the files you maintain can be 
reviewed, removed, if warranted, and any violation of rules will be reported to the proper 
authority.  

Use of computer networks is a privilege, not a right. Violations of the rules described 
above will be dealt with per the student school handbook. I understand that the District 
may suspend or revoke my access to the District system upon violation of the District 
Acceptable Use Policy and/or administrative regulations regarding acceptable use.  I 
understand that if I use the system improperly or unethically, this may result in 
disciplinary actions consistent with the existing Student Discipline Policy as adopted 
by the Harrison County School Board and published in the Student Handbook, as well 
as the Mississippi Penal Code or other state and Federal Laws.  This unacceptable use 
may also require restitution for costs associated with system restoration, hardware, 
or software.  


